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    Smoke Detector Blitz
  
Sponsored by
Mt. Vernon Fire Department
A working smoke alarm dramatically increases a person's chance of surviving a fire. Please consider the following facts when implementing your home fire safety plan.
Fire in the United States

· 81% of all civilian fire deaths occur in the home.

· Each year, fire kills more Americans than all natural disasters combined. 
· Senior citizens age 65 and over and children under the age of 5 have the greatest risk of  fire death. 

· 90 % of all homes have smoke detectors. However, the rate of fires in homes with nonworking detectors is rising at a disturbing rate.

· Children under the age of 10 accounted for an estimated 22.2 % of all fire deaths. 

· 52 % of residential fatalities occur in homes with no smoke alarms. 
(PROTECT YOURSELF AND LOVED ONES BY FOLLOWING THESE GUIDELINES(
PUT smoke alarms on each floor of your home, especially near bedrooms. 

TEST smoke alarms monthly to make sure they are working, and so you'll know what it sounds like when it goes off. 

REPLACE the batteries twice a year (a good rule of thumb is when the time changes in spring and fall). 

KEEP smoke alarms clean from dust. You can clean away the dust by running the vacuum cleaner attachment over and around them. 

PLAN and practice a fire escape route with 2 exits and a preset meeting point outside.
Smoke Detectors are available at no charge to the public at the Posey County Red Cross and the Mt. Vernon Fire Department.  If you need assistance or have any questions about smoke detectors and escape plans please call the MVFD at 838-3447.  
