
 
May 1, 2014 
 
The Common Council met as the Water Utility Board at 7:00 pm on the above date in the Meeting 
Room at City Hall Annex with Mayor Tucker presiding and members Jeffries, Hoehn, Curtis, and 
Higgins attending. Board member Fuelling was not present. Others attending were Attorney Higgins; 
Supt. Gray; Chief Beloat; Chief Dixon; Comm. Dieterle; Supt. Givens; Tom Hogan and Chris down – 
Johnson Controls, Inc.; Walt Brunton; representative of Cimbar Performance, Inc.; Nancy Sexton; Ed 
Adams; Pam Robinson – Mount Vernon Democrat; and Lois Gray – Posey County News. 
 
Mayor Tucker called the meeting to order by stating members were either mailed or hand carried 
copies of the minutes of their previous meeting and by asking if there were any corrections or 
additions.  He added if not, he entertains a motion to waive their reading and to approve the minutes as 
presented.   
Board member Curtis moved the reading of the minutes be waived and they be approved as presented.  
Seconded by Board member Jeffries. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Tucker stated all those in favor of the motion should signify in the affirmative; and following 
the vote, he reported the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Tucker requested action on the claims presented. 
Board member Higgins moved the claims presented be allowed for payment.  Seconded by Board 
member Jeffries. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Tucker stated all those in favor of the motion should signify in the affirmative; and following 
the vote, he reported the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Tucker stated they will now hear the report of the Water Chairman. 
 
Chairman Curtis  reported the work the Board authorized JCI to do concerning the water 
department’s future needs, etc., is progressing.  He added he believes they will have a report completed 
for the next meeting. 
Mr. Hogan replied that is correct. 
Supt. Gray stated everything is running as well as can be expected. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there were any questions ? 
There were none. 
 
Mayor Tucker asked if the Clerk-Treasurer had any Communications for the Board ? 
Clerk-Treasurer Sitzman replied not at this time. 
 
Mayor Tucker asked if there were any Legals ? 
Attorney Higgins she has none for the Utility Board. 
 
Mayor Tucker stated they are ready for the Audience portion of the meeting.  He added Cimbar 
Performance, Inc. is present with a request for a water adjustment. 
The representative of Cimbar stated they have had a major leak back in February and March. It is 
repaired and the paperwork is before them.  He would like to ask for an adjustment for February and 
March.  He stated the plant manager talked to Kim at the water department. 



Supt. Gray stated he doesn’t believe the bill has been paid yet and he is certain the leak has been 
repaired.  He added they had a pipe that froze and broke. 
Board member Hoehn stated he himself has never had a bill quite this bad ! 
Board member Curtis asked if the last bill was normal ? 
Supt. Gray replied yes. 
Board member Curtis moved the adjustment be allowed.  Seconded by Board member Hoehn. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Tucker requested a roll call vote. 
Roll was called by the Clerk-Treasurer with  Board voting as follows: 
  Jeffries – yes; Fuelling – absent;  Hoehn – yes; 
  Curtis – yes; Higgins – yes. 
Mayor Tucker stated the motion carried. 
 
Walt Brunton approached and stated he is representing First Presbyterian Church and requesting a 
water adjustment.  He added they had a water meter break that was not discovered until March 7.  
They normally have a minimum bill, around $51.00 and their last four have been $70, $100, $100, and 
$100 respectively. He would ask to have the bill adjusted back to the minimum bill, he then added they 
have already paid the bill. 
Board member Curtis moved the adjustment be allowed.  Seconded by Board member Hoehn. 
Mayor Tucker requested a roll call vote. 
Roll was called by the Clerk-Treasurer with  Board voting as follows: 
  Jeffries – yes; Fuelling – absent; Hoehn – yes; 
  Curtis – yes; Higgins – yes. 
Mayor Tucker stated the motion carried. 
 
Mayor Tucker asked if anyone else in the Audience wished to address the Board ? 
There was no response. 
 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any Old Business ? 
There was none. 
 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any New Business ? 
There was none. 
 
Mayor Tucker stated if there was no further business, he entertains a motion to adjourn. 
Board member Hoehn moved the meeting be adjourned.  Seconded by Board member Curtis. 
Mayor Tucker stated all those in favor of the motion should signify in the affirmative; and following 
the vote, he reported the motion carried unanimously and adjourned the meeting. 
 
 
        _______________________ 
        John Tucker   
        Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
________________________ 
Cristi L. Sitzman  
Clerk-Treasurer 



The Common Council met immediately following the Water Utility Board on the above date in the 
Meeting Room at City Hall Annex with Mayor Tucker presiding and members Jeffries, Hoehn, Curtis, 
and Higgins attending. Councilman Fuelling was not present. Others attending were Attorney Higgins; 
Supt. Gray; Chief Beloat; Chief Dixon; Comm. Dieterle; Supt. Givens; Tom Hogan and Chris down – 
Johnson Controls, Inc.; Nancy Sexton; Ed Adams; Pam Robinson – Mount Vernon Democrat; and Lois 
Gray – Posey County News. 
 
Mayor Tucker called the meeting to order by stating members were either mailed or hand carried 
copies of the minutes of their previous meeting and by asking if there were any corrections or 
additions.  He added if not, he entertains a motion to waive their reading and to approve the minutes as 
presented.   
Councilman Jeffries moved the reading of the minutes be waived and they be approved as presented.  
Seconded by Councilwoman Higgins. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Tucker stated all those in favor of the motion should signify in the affirmative; and following 
the vote, he reported the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Tucker stated they will now hear the reports of the Standing Committees. 
 
Street & Light Chairman Hoehn stated he has no report. 
Comm. Dieterle stated he has no report. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there were any questions ? 
There were none. 
 
Police & Dog Chairman Jeffries stated he has no report. 
Chief Beloat stated he has no report. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there were any questions ? 
There were none. 
 
Fire Chairwoman Higgins stated she has no report. 
Chief Dixon stated he has no report. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there were any questions ? 
There were none. 
 
Sewer Chairman Fuelling was not present. 
Supt. Givens stated he has no report. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there were any questions ? 
There were none. 
 
Mayor Tucker stated they have the Financial Report before them and any questions could be directed 
to Clerk-Treasurer Sitzman. 
 
Mayor Tucker asked if the Clerk-Treasurer had any Communications for the Council ? 
Clerk-Treasurer Sitzman replied not at this time. 
 
Mayor Tucker stated they are now ready for the Legal portion of the Agenda. 
 



Attorney Higgins stated the first item is an ordinance updating the city’s public purchasing 
requirements.  She added this will include supplies and public works projects and will bring the city up 
to what state law allows. 
Councilman Curtis moved the Ordinance to Amend the City of Mount Vernon, IN Code of Ordinances 
Title 3-Administration, Chapter 32-Public Purchases, Sections 32.24 and 32.26, pass on first reading.  
Seconded by Councilman Hoehn. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Tucker requested a roll call vote. 
Roll was called by the Clerk-Treasurer with Council voting as follows: 
  Jeffries – yes; Fuelling – absent; Hoehn – yes; 
  Curtis – yes; Higgins – yes. 
Mayor Tucker stated the motion carried. 
 
Attorney Higgins stated the next item comes as a request from Mrs. Willis.  She stated Mrs. Willis 
recently met with Deb Bennett Stearsman with the Economic Development Coalition concerning a 
possible grant funding for the demolition of these properties.  She added if they are successful, there 
would be no cost to the city and their ultimate goal is to get these properties back on the tax rolls.  She 
added they have sat for between four and six years without any tax revenue.  She concluded by stating 
the Posey County Commissioners have signed off on this as well.  
Councilman Hoehn moved Assignment and Acceptance of Assignment of Tax Sale Certificates be 
accepted.  Seconded by Councilman Jeffries. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any discussion ?  He then added Mrs. Willis is to be commended for 
all of her hard work on these properties.  He then requested a roll call vote. 
Roll was called by the Clerk-Treasurer with Council voting as follows: 
  Jeffries – yes; Fuelling – absent; Hoehn – yes; 
  Curtis – yes; Higgins – yes. 
Mayor Tucker stated the motion carried. 
 
Attorney Higgins stated the next item, an Ordinance to Purchase Concerning the Waste Water 
Treatment Plant Property, has actually already been taken care of – it was done in 2013, per 
Resolution.   She reminded Council this was the property owned by Kieffer Brothers in front of the 
Waste Water Treatment Plant.  She stated they got two appraisals and offered the average of the two - 
$98,500 – and their offer was accepted.  She concluded by stating they should be closing in the next 30 
days. 
 
Attorney Higgins stated the next item is an Agreement between the Solid Waste District and the City 
concerning a swap, which was recommended today to the Council from the Board of Works.  She 
added the agreement is between the Street Department and the Solid Waste District and essentially 
gives the city the yard waste area, chipper, and the out building there for a limited time, and the Solid 
Waste District will get the recycle truck as well as the recycle program.   She added there is an 
employee that works part time at the yard waste site, and he will become a temporary employee of the 
street department, though he is not a part of the this agreement.  She then asked Comm. Dieterle if he 
had anything he wished to add ? 
Comm. Dieterle replied no, that he is good with the agreement. 
Councilman Curtis moved the Resolution for the Exchange of Personal Property be approved.  
Seconded by Councilman Hoehn. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Tucker requested a roll call vote. 



Roll was called by the Clerk-Treasurer with Council voting as follows: 
  Jeffries – yes; Fuelling – absent; Hoehn – yes; 
  Curtis – yes; Higgins – yes. 
Mayor Tucker stated the motion carried. 
 
Attorney Higgins stated the final item came about after the agendas had already gone out. It is a 
Resolution authorizing the submittal of the Stellar Grant application and authorizing the Mayor and the 
Clerk-Treasurer to sign the documents associated with that.  She added this authorizes the Mayor to 
accept the $10,000 Planning Grant from Indiana Housing and Community Development Authority to 
assist in the preparation of the SIP – Strategic Investment Plan.  She further stated Bernardin 
Lochmueller has graciously offered to assist the City with the SIP for $10,000.00.  She continued by 
stating some communities have spent upward of $70,000 on LOI (Letter of Intent), and Mount Vernon 
has done theirs with all volunteers. 
Councilman Curtis moved the Resolution Authorizing the Submittal of the Letter of Intent and the 
Stellar Community Application and Strategic Investment Plan (SIP) to the Indiana Office of 
Community and Rural Affairs, Indiana Department of Transportation ad the Indiana Housing and 
Community and Development Authority and Addressing Related Matters be approved.  Seconded by 
Councilman Hoehn. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Tucker requested a roll call vote. 
Roll was called by the Clerk-Treasurer with Council voting as follows: 
  Jeffries – yes; Fuelling – absent; Hoehn – yes; 
  Curtis – yes; Higgins – yes. 
Mayor Tucker stated the motion carried. 
 
Mayor Tucker asked if anyone in the Audience wished to address the Council ? 
Ed Adams approached and stated he is representing Smoke on the Ohio BBQ Fest. He continued by 
stating that last year they discussed the ordinance on alcohol within 300 feet of a city park, and at that 
time, Council made accommodations so that the event would not be in violation.  He asked if anything 
has been done on that ordinance yet ?  If not, he stated he would ask that they look into that so they 
don’t have another last minute rush like they did last year to get something in place.   In other words, 
he would like to get the ball rolling. 
Councilwoman Higgins stated the ordinance was passed in 1983, it’s 31 years old and needs updating 
for sure. 
Mr. Adams stated in the Smoke on the Ohio Guidelines they have guidelines on alcohol, and one issue 
did arise a few years ago, but they had no issues last year. 
Councilman Jeffries stated he would like to clarify that they are talking beer versus something 
stronger. 
Mr. Adams replied yes.  He added there were public intoxication laws established when the skating 
rink was still there at the Armory Building. 
Attorney Higgins stated she attended a Park Board meeting a few months ago and they indicated they 
had no objections to repealing this, as they are wanting to have wine and jazz festivals at Riverbend 
Park.  But again, these would be licensed through the state and those laws. 
Councilman Curtis stated that is the way the current ordinance reads – 300 feet from a park.  He stated 
they definitely don’t want drunks at the parks, but there are laws currently that already address that.  
Again, this would also be a city wide ordinance. 
Councilman Hoehn stated the use of alcohol on public property is covered by this ordinance, it doesn’t 
include private property. He suggested they form a committee and look this over before any changes 



are made. He added he has no issue with what they did last year, but how would a change effect the 
other parks.  He then stated he would like to talk to people – he is not against this. 
Councilman Jeffries added he would also like to hear from the Park Board before they take any action. 
Councilman Hoehn stated he just wants to put a stop to someone sitting in a car or truck by a park 
getting inebriated. 
Councilman Jeffries added loitering basically. 
Councilman Hoehn added DRUNK loitering. 
Councilman Curtis stated that Councilman Hoehn is right, a committee should be formed, they need to 
make a decision on that, and then move forward with it. 
Councilman Jeffries stated he lives within 300 feet of a park, and he if mows his grass and has a beer 
when he is done, and steps on the sidewalk in front of his house, he is in violation. 
Councilman Hoehn stated they should have a member of the Council, a police department member, 
and a Park Board member. He then stated maybe they can have an answer by the next meeting. 
Mr. Adams stated as long as it is before August is all that he asks. 
Councilman Curtis stated that group make up sounds good to him. 
Councilman Hoehn stated he will be the committee from the Council and as soon as they can get 
together, they will bring back some recommendations. 
 
Mayor Tucker asked if anyone else in the Audience wished to address the Council ? 
There was no response. 
 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any Old Business ? 
There was none. 
 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any New Business ? 
There was none. 
 
Mayor Tucker stated they will now hear the reports of the Districts. 
 
1st District Councilman Jeffries stated he would like to thank everyone for all of their hard work on 
the Stellar Grant application process so far.   He added he is very optimistic. 
 
2nd District Councilman Fuelling was not present. 
 
3rd District Councilman Hoehn stated he has no report. 
 
4th District Councilman Curtis stated he has no report. 
 
Councilwoman-at-Large Higgins stated she has no report. 
 
Mayor Tucker stated, in regard to the Stellar Grant, Attorney Higgins, everyone’s help on this, all 
volunteers…..To be one of six finalists is great.  He added he feels good about it some days, and not so 
good others.  It’s like a roller coaster. He then stated they already have a stellar community and the 
Council should also pat themselves on the back for what they have done.  He then stated they have 
already made application for Phase IV and Phase V of the trails. And don’t forget the already have 
$2.5M coming in 2016 to redo Main Street.  Again, he wants to thank all the committee members and 
he is so amazed and added he tends to get choked up. 
Attorney Higgins stated June 6 is when the application needs to be in – the SIP. Before that time, they 
will have some very public meetings so they can get input from everyone in the community.  There 



will also be site visits for the six finalists.  Mount Vernon’s site visit is scheduled for July 7 at noon 
and it will be for three hours, no more, no less. 
 
Mayor Tucker stated if there was no further business, he entertains a motion to adjourn. 
Councilman Curtis moved the meeting be adjourned.  Seconded by Councilman Hoehn. 
Mayor Tucker stated all those in favor of the motion should signify in the affirmative; and following 
the vote, he reported the motion carried unanimously and adjourned the meeting. 
 
 
        ______________________ 
        John Tucker 
        Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________ 
Cristi L. Sitzman 
Clerk-Treasurer 
 
 
 
 


