
 
January 7, 2016 
 
The Common Council met as the Water Utility Board at 7:00 pm on the above date in the Meeting 
Room at City Hall Annex with Mayor Tucker presiding and members Jeffries, Williams, Hoehn, 
Curtis, and Higgins attending.  Others attending were Attorney Higgins; Supt. Gray; Supt. Moss; Chief 
Beloat; Chief Dixon; Comm. Dieterle; Gene Carroll; Larry Robb – Posey County EMA Director; Ed 
Adams; Nancy Sexton; Jeff Woodford; Nancy Hoehn; Lois Gray – Posey County News; and Corey 
Woolsey – Mount Vernon Democrat. 
 
Mayor Tucker called the meeting to order by stating members were either mailed or hand carried 
copies of the minutes of their previous meeting and by asking if there were any corrections or 
additions.  He added if not, he entertains a motion to waive their reading and to approve the minutes as 
presented. 
Board member Curtis moved the reading of the minutes be waived and they be approved as presented.  
Seconded by Board member Curtis. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Tucker stated all those in favor of the motion should signify in the affirmative; and following 
the vote, he reported the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Tucker requested action on the claims presented. 
Board member Williams moved the claims presented be allowed for payment.  Seconded by Board 
member Curtis. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Tucker stated all those in favor of the motion should signify in the affirmative; and following 
the vote, he reported the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Tucker stated they will now hear the report of the Water Chairman. 
 
Water Chairman Curtis stated he has no report. 
Supt. Gray stated the plant construction is done.  The automatic transfer switch came in today.  It is a 
big piece of equipment. They will then need to wire that up and they will be good to do.  The start up 
date will be January 18. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there were any questions ? 
There were none. 
 
Mayor Tucker asked if the Clerk-Treasurer had any Communications for the Board ? 
Clerk-Treasurer Sitzman replied not at this time. 
 
Mayor Tucker stated they are now ready for the Legal portion of the Agenda. 
Attorney Higgins stated a notice needs their approval.  An employee notice concerning completion of 
99A forms, as adopted in the salary ordinance as well as State Board of Accounts ruling.  She added 
the Board of Works today approved the notice of form as well as its use.  Every employee, hourly and 
salary, is too fill out the form on a daily basis of hours worked, paid time off taken, etc.   The forms are 
then to be turned into the Clerk-Treasurer’s Office with the payroll.  Again, time should be recorded on 
a daily basis.  The forms, after being signed by the employee, will become part of their employee file.  
She concluded by stating State Board of Accounts also requires this be done for audit purposes. 



Board member Curtis moved the Utility Board adopt the form and its use.  Seconded by Board member 
Hoehn. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Tucker requested a roll call vote. 
Roll was called by the Clerk-Treasurer with Board voting as follows: 
  Jeffries – yes; Williams – yes; Hoehn – yes; 
  Curtis – yes; Higgins – yes. 
Mayor Tucker stated the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Tucker asked if anyone in the Audience wished to address the Board ? 
There was no response. 
 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was and Old Business ? 
There was none. 
 
Mayor Tucker stated under New Business is designation of a newspaper for Utility Board publications.   
Board member Curtis moved the Board use the Mount Vernon Democrat, as per State Statute, they are 
located here in the City of Mount Vernon.  Seconded by Board member Williams. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Tucker requested a roll call vote. 
Roll was called by the Clerk-Treasurer with Board voting as follows: 
  Jeffries – yes; Williams – yes; Hoehn – yes; 
  Curtis – yes; Higgins – yes. 
Mayor Tucker stated the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Tucker stated if there was no further business, he entertains a motion to adjourn.  
Board member Hoehn moved the meeting be adjourned.  Seconded by Board member Higgins. 
Mayor Tucker stated all those in favor of the motion should signify in the affirmative; and following 
the vote, he reported the motion carried unanimously and adjourned the meeting. 
 
 
       __________________________ 
       John Tucker, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________ 
Cristi L. Sitzman 
Clerk-Treasurer 
 
The Common Council met immediately following the Water Utility Board on the above date in the 
Meeting Room at City Hall Annex with Mayor Tucker presiding and members Jeffries, Williams, 
Hoehn, Curtis, and Higgins attending.  Others attending were Attorney Higgins; Supt. Gray; Supt. 
Moss; Chief Beloat; Chief Dixon; Comm. Dieterle; Gene Carroll; Larry Robb – Posey County EMA 
Director; Ed Adams; Nancy Sexton; Jeff Woodford; Nancy Hoehn; Lois Gray – Posey County News; 
and Corey Woolsey – Mount Vernon Democrat. 



 
Mayor Tucker called the meeting to order by stating members were either mailed or hand carried 
copies of the minutes of their previous meeting and by asking if there were any corrections or 
additions.  He added if not, he entertains a motion to waive their reading and to approve the minutes as 
presented. 
Councilwoman Higgins moved the reading of the minutes be waived and they be approved as 
presented.  Seconded by Councilman Curtis. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Tucker stated all those in favor of the motion should signify in the affirmative; and following 
the vote, he reported the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Tucker stated he would like to announce the following appointments for 2016: 
 
 Board of Works  Jeffries and Curtis 
 Solid Waste District  Williams 
 City Attorney    Beth Higgins 
 
Mayor Tucker stated for Area Plan Commission, he has talked with Councilman Hoehn and has agreed 
to stay on that.  He stated as that is a Council appointment, he either needs consensus or a motion. 
Councilman Curtis moved Councilman Hoehn be the Council’s appointment to the Area Plan 
Commission. 
Councilman Williams stated he is interested in serving on that Board as well. 
Mayor Tucker asked for action. 
Attorney Higgins stated there is a motion on the floor, and asked if there was a second. 
Mayor Tucker again asked if there was a second ? 
Attorney Higgins stated the motion has died for lack of a second. 
Mayor Tucker asked for another motion or designation. 
Councilwoman Higgins moved Councilman Williams be appointed to the Area Plan Commission.  
Seconded by Councilman Jeffries. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Tucker requested a roll call vote. 
Roll was called by the Clerk-Treasure with Council voting as follows: 
  Jeffries – yes; Williams – yes; Hoehn – abstain; 
  Curtis – yes; Higgins – yes. 
Mayor Tucker stated the motion carried. 
 
Mayor Tucker stated they also need to appoint a Mayor Pro Tem.  Councilman Curtis has done it for 
the last four or five years, and has done an excellent job. 
Councilman Williams moved Councilman Curtis be appointed Mayor Pro Tem.  Seconded by 
Councilman Jeffries. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Tucker requested a roll call vote. 
Roll was called by the Clerk-Treasure with Council voting as follows: 
  Jeffries – yes; Williams – yes; Hoehn – yes; 
  Curtis – abstain; Higgins – yes. 
Mayor Tucker stated the motion carried. 
 



Mayor Tucker stated they will now hear the reports of the Standing Committees. 
 
Street/Light Chairwoman Higgins stated she has no report. 
Comm. Dieterle stated he has no report. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there were any questions ? 
There were none. 
 
Police & Dog Chairman Jeffries stated he has no report. 
Chief Beloat stated he has no report. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there were any questions ? 
There were none. 
 
Fire Chairman Hoehn stated he has no report. 
Chief Dixon stated he has no report. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there were any questions ? 
There were none. 
 
Sewer Chairman Williams stated he went to the sewer department today and met the employees.  
Former Councilman Fuelling came down as well and they are starting to work on a budget.  He added 
he will be asking some people for help. 
Supt. Moss stated he has no report. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there were any questions ? 
There were none. 
 
Mayor Tucker stated they have the Financial Report before them and any questions could be directed 
to Clerk-Treasurer Sitzman. 
 
Mayor Tucker asked if the Clerk-Treasurer had any Communications for the Council ? 
Clerk-Treasurer Sitzman replied not at this time. 
 
Mayor Tucker stated they are now ready for the Legal portion of the Agenda, with the first item being 
Larry Robb, presenting the county mitigation plan. 
Mr. Robb approached and stated he is the Posey County EMA Director, responsible for the county’s 
mitigation plan.  He added the last time they signed off on the mitigation plan was four years ago.  It is 
now up for renewal.  He is present this evening to discuss any changes that have taken place with the 
plan.  He continued by stating the purpose of a mitigation plan is to take a problem and change how it 
may affect the community.  He gave the example of an earthquake may be one of the rarest disasters to 
hit the area, but at the same time, it would be the most debilitating.   He cited plans they currently have 
in place like Code Red warning calls that go out when they are storm warnings, flood warnings, etc., 
weather radios they have handed out, the use of news media, the outdoor warning sirens and well as 
use of social media to help get the word out in cases of emergency.  He further stated zoning can even 
be a mitigation.  New Harmony, for example, has a mitigation on flooding issues.  He stated again, the 
purpose of the plan is really to look for ways to make things less problematic.  He added he is also here 
to see what it is that Mount Vernon would like to see put in the plan.  He stated the Mulberry Street 
bridge has issues, and it is also the only way to get across town in the event of a train.  He concluded 
by stating FEMA requires that they have a plan in the event of a disaster, in order to be reimbursed by 
the federal government for any damages.  He then asked if there were any questions ? 
Councilman Williams asked how often the plan is updated ? 
Mr. Robb replied once every four years. 
Attorney Higgins asked who identifies the needed projects for the plan ? 



Mr. Robb replied the entities themselves. 
Attorney Higgins asked if there are federal grant funds available for say, the Mulberry Bridge ? 
Mr. Robb replied yes, the application is about a 40 page document. 
Councilwoman Higgins stated when the police and fire station was being built, they had discussed the 
possibility of putting a storm shelter there. 
Mr. Robb replied that is the kind of thing they are talking about.  They would first have to find out the 
cost of the project, put it in the plan….find out how big it would be, who could take shelter in it, that 
kind of thing.  He then thanked the Council for their time and asked that they give him a call any time 
they have a question. 
 
Attorney Higgins stated the next item is the 2nd reading of the Ordinance to Zone and Rezone Certain 
Real Estate in the City of Mount Vernon, IN.  As Council may recall from the last meeting, most of 
these parcels are located along the river, and there is quite a list. 
Councilman Hoehn moved the ordinance pass on second reading.  Seconded by Councilman Williams. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Tucker requested a roll call vote. 
Roll was called by the Clerk-Treasure with Council voting as follows: 
  Jeffries – yes; Williams – yes; Hoehn – yes; 
  Curtis – yes; Higgins – yes. 
Mayor Tucker stated the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Attorney Higgins stated the next item is the 2nd reading of an ordinance brought to them by Area Plan 
Commission Director Bourne.  It is to clean up language and wrong sections and codes that are 
currently cited in the code. 
Councilman Hoehn moved the ordinance pass on second reading.  Seconded by Councilman Curtis. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Tucker requested a roll call vote. 
Roll was called by the Clerk-Treasure with Council voting as follows: 
  Jeffries – yes; Williams – yes; Hoehn – yes; 
  Curtis – yes; Higgins – yes. 
Mayor Tucker stated the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Attorney Higgins stated the next item is the 2nd reading of the Ordinance to Amend the City of Mt. 
Vernon Code of Ordinances, Title VII-Traffic Code, Chapter 74-Parking Schedules, and Schedule VI-
Handicap Parking.  This is in reference to handicap parking in from of St. Matthews Church. 
Councilman Hoehn moved the ordinance pass on second reading.  Seconded by Councilman Jeffries. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Tucker requested a roll call vote. 
Roll was called by the Clerk-Treasure with Council voting as follows: 
  Jeffries – yes; Williams – yes; Hoehn – yes; 
  Curtis – yes; Higgins – yes. 
Mayor Tucker stated the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Attorney Higgins stated the final item is the 1st reading of the Ordinance to Amend the City of Mt. 
Vernon Code of Ordinances, Title VII-Traffic Code, Chapter 74-Parking Schedules-Schedule VI-
Handicap Parking.  This ordinance is to take care of a handicap parking request in front of St. John’s 
Episcopal Church. 



Councilman Hoehn moved the ordinance pass on first reading.  Seconded by Councilman Curtis. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Tucker requested a roll call vote. 
Roll was called by the Clerk-Treasure with Council voting as follows: 
  Jeffries – yes; Williams – yes; Hoehn – yes; 
  Curtis – yes; Higgins – yes. 
Mayor Tucker stated the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Tucker asked if anyone in the Audience wished to address the Council ? 
There was no response. 
 
Mayor Tucker stated under Old Business is the nuisance ordinance.  He then asked if there was an 
update ? 
Councilman Jeffries stated there was a meeting on December 20, 2015.  They are still gathering 
information and he added Councilman Hoehn was to get the proposal to Attorney Higgins. 
 
Mayor Tucker stated under New Business is to designate a newspaper for Council publications. 
Councilman Curtis moved they use the Mount Vernon Democrat, re:  State Statute.  Seconded by 
Councilman Jeffries. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Tucker requested a roll call vote. 
Roll was called by the Clerk-Treasure with Council voting as follows: 
  Jeffries – yes; Williams – yes; Hoehn – yes; 
  Curtis – yes; Higgins – yes. 
Mayor Tucker stated the motion carried unanimously. 
  
Mayor Tucker stated they will now hear the reports of the Districts. 
 
1st District Councilman Jeffries stated he has no report. 
 
2nd District Councilman Williams stated at the last meeting Councilman Hoehn brought up the video 
system.  He added he knows they now have a new system. 
Clerk-Treasurer Sitzman added it is always on, but is motion activated.  The meetings will be saved 
onto a USB drive and burned to a disc for viewing on Time Warner.  She added they are still trying to 
get the bugs worked out of it. 
Councilman Williams stated he would really like to see them take advantage of this by putting them 
meetings on the website, or YouTube, possibly live stream, something.  He stated the website is out of 
date and still lists Sue Shelton as District 1 council person.  Possibly an intern or a high school student 
would be interested in taking charge of that. 
 
3rd District Councilman Hoehn stated they have had some recent heavy rains and it appears that the 
rain garden at the old Russell Trailer Park has held pretty good. That was water mitigation. He added it 
was a good project, it has worked well, and it looks good. 
 
4th District Councilman Curtis stated he has no report. 
 
Councilwoman-at-Large Higgins stated she will bring up the white elephant in the room – the light at 
4th and Walnut. She asked if Mayor Tucker had heard from INDOT yet ?  She stated it has been yellow 



flashing for about 90 days now and from what she can see, it isn’t helping much.  Traffic still gets 
backed up during certain times of the day. 
Mayor Tucker replied he has not heard from them yet. 
Nancy Sexton stated that she is out walking quite a bit and she watches that area a lot.   She added 4th 
Street traffic moves much better though there are still a lot of trucks.  She stated walkers can cross the 
street too. 
Councilwoman Higgins continued her report by stating the meeting for River Days is January 19, 
2016.  This year marks the second annual Thank You Blue Week – the last full week in January.  She 
then stated January 30 she would like to invite everyone to the opening of the time capsule.  It will be 
at 1:00 pm at the police and fire station, in the training room. 
 
Attorney Higgins stated they need to get the meeting times on the record.  She knows Clerk-Treasurer 
Sitzman sent out a meeting schedule for the year, and it appears they will be meeting every other 
Thursday, except for the months there are five Thursdays, in the at event, they will only have two 
meetings. 
 
Mayor Tucker stated Year End Reports will be due February 4, 2016 .  They need to make 10 copies.  
He then stated as they appointed Councilman Williams to the Area Plan Commission, he was already 
on the Solid Waste Board.  He asked Councilman Hoehn if he would be interested in serving on that 
Board ? 
Councilman Hoehn replied no, he didn’t think so. 
Councilman Williams stated he has no issue serving on both. 
 
Mayor Tucker stated if there was no further business, he entertains a motion to adjourn. 
Councilman Williams moved the meeting be adjourned.  Seconded by Councilman Jeffries. 
Mayor Tucker stated all those in favor of the motion should signify in the affirmative; and following 
the vote, he reported the motion carried unanimously and adjourned the meeting. 
 
 
       _____________________________ 
       John Tucker,Mayor 
       
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________ 
Cristi L. Sitzman 
Clerk-Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 


