
 
January 21, 2016 
 
The Common Council met as the Water Utility Board at 7:00 pm on the above date in the Meeting 
Room at City Hall Annex with Mayor Tucker presiding and members Williams; Hoehn; Curtis; and 
Higgins attending.  Board member Jeffries was not present.  Others attending were Attorney Higgins; 
Supt. Gray; Chief Dixon; Comm. Dieterle; Capt. Angel; Acting Supt. Moss; Ed Adams; Nancy Sexton; 
Jeff Woodford; Gerald Zink; Nancy Hoehn; Lois Gray – Posey County News; and Corey Woolsey – 
Mount Vernon Democrat. 
 
Mayor Tucker called the meeting to order by stating members were either mailed or hand carried 
copies of the minutes of their previous meeting and by asking if there were any corrections or 
additions.  He added if not, he entertains a motion to waive their reading and to approve the minutes 
presented. 
Board member Williams moved the reading of the minutes be waived and they be approved as 
presented.  Seconded by Board member Hoehn. 
Seconded by Mayor Tucker, who then asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Tucker stated all those in favor of the motion should signify in the affirmative; and following 
the vote, he reported the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Tucker requested action on the claims presented. 
Board member Curtis moved the claims presented be allowed for payment.  Seconded by Board 
member Higgins. 
Seconded by Mayor Tucker, who then asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Tucker stated all those in favor of the motion should signify in the affirmative; and following 
the vote, he reported the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Tucker stated they will now hear the report of the Water Chairman. 
 
Water Chairman Curtis stated he has no report. 
Supt. Gray stated just a few comments about the weather.  He asked that people please do not open the 
meter pits.  Once the warm air gets out, they can freeze up and break.  If they think they have an issue, 
they need to call the water department.  He then stated when it is really cold like this and folks run 
their tap to prevent their pipes from freezing, they need to be prepared for higher water bills. He 
reminded them they do not need to run them wide open, a trickle will do it.  He continued by stating 
the filtration system is being seasoned and they may be in production by next week.  He added he is 
also really pleased with the hydraulics. 
Board member Hoehn asked about freeze plugs. 
Supt. Gray replied they are plastic and when they freeze they will break upon thawing. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there were any questions ? 
There were none. 
 
Mayor Tucker asked if the Clerk-Treasurer had any Communications for the Board ? 
Clerk-Treasurer Sitzman relied not at this time. 
 
Mayor Tucker asked if there were any Legals ? 
There were none. 
 
Mayor Tucker asked if anyone in the Audience wished to address the Board ? 



Gerald Zink stated he lives at 1730 Country Club Road and had high November and December bills.  
He added it took awhile to figure out exactly what was wrong, but he has now fixed the problem.  Ms. 
Morrow told him he needed to come to a meeting to request a refund.  He added he has made the 
repair. 
Supt. Gray stated he will need a refund since he has already paid the bill. 
Board member Curtis stated he is familiar with this situation. 
Board member Hoehn asked how much the refund will be ? 
Board member Williams replied it looks to be around $140.00. 
Board member Curtis added $61.95 on the water and $67.98 on the sewer.  He then moved the refund 
be approved.  Seconded by Board member Hoehn. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Tucker requested a roll call vote. 
Roll was called by the Clerk-Treasurer with Board voting as follows: 
  Jeffries – absent; Williams – yes; Hoehn – yes; 
  Curtis – yes; Higgins – yes. 
Mayor Tucker stated the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any Old Business ? 
There was none. 
 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any New Business ? 
Board member Hoehn stated he is uncomfortable with what just happened here, a citizen being drug 
out in this weather.  He added Supt. Gray needs to have the ability to do this kind of thing at the office.  
This is an unnecessary barrier and it seems they are making folks jump through hoops over $67.00. 
Board member Williams stated if it had been an adjustment, Supt. Gray could have done it on his own. 
Board member Hoehn stated this process is not efficient. 
Board member Curtis asked the limit on the amount of adjustments that Supt. Gray can make. 
Supt. Gray replied $1,000.00. 
Attorney Higgins stated this is the Board’s ordinance.  They can look at it or set a different amount. 
Board member Williams stated they could change the wording in the ordinance to cover adjustments or 
refunds. 
Board member Hoehn stated he trusts Supt. Gray to make these kinds of decisions. He then moved 
Board recommend to the Council approval for Supt. Gray to be able to make adjustments or refunds, in 
equal amounts, per their ordinance.  Seconded by Board member Williams. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any discussion ? 
Board member Curtis stated the terms on refunds will be parallel to those on adjustments. 
Board member Williams agreed and added they will be adding the words OR REFUNDS. 
Board member Hoehn wondered about upping the limit to even $2,500.00. 
Mayor Tucker requested a roll call vote. 
Roll was called by the Clerk-Treasurer with Board voting as follows: 
  Jeffries – absent; Williams – yes; Hoehn – yes; 
  Curtis – yes; Higgins – yes. 
Mayor Tucker stated the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Tucker stated if there was no further business, he entertains a motion to adjourn. 
Board member Hoehn moved the meeting be adjourned.  Seconded by Board member Curtis. 
Mayor Tucker stated all those in favor of the motion should signify in the affirmative; and following 
the vote, he reported the motion carried unanimously and adjourned the meeting. 
 
 
       ___________________________ 



       John Tucker 
       Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________ 
Cristi L. Sitzman 
Clerk-Treasurer 
 
The Common Council met immediately following the Water Utility Board on the above date in the 
Meeting Room at City Hall Annex with Mayor Tucker presiding and members Williams; Hoehn; 
Curtis; and Higgins attending.  Councilman Jeffries was not present.  Others attending were Attorney 
Higgins; Supt. Gray; Chief Dixon; Comm. Dieterle; Capt. Angel; Acting Supt. Moss; Ed Adams; 
Nancy Sexton; Jeff Woodford; Nancy Hoehn; Lois Gray – Posey County News; and Corey Woolsey – 
Mount Vernon Democrat. 
 
Mayor Tucker called the meeting to order by stating members were either mailed or hand carried 
copies of the minutes of their previous meeting and by asking if there were any corrections or 
additions.  He added if not, he entertains a motion to waive their reading and to approve the minutes 
presented. 
Councilwoman Higgins moved the reading of the minutes be waived and they be approved as 
presented.  Seconded by Councilman Williams. 
Seconded by Mayor Tucker, who then asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Tucker stated all those in favor of the motion should signify in the affirmative; and following 
the vote, he reported the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Tucker stated they will now hear the reports of the Standing Committees. 
 
Street & Light Chairwoman Higgins stated she has heard good comments on the streets.  Sounds 
like they will get another test tomorrow. 
Comm. Dieterle stated he has no report. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there were any questions ? 
There were none. 
 
Police & Dog Chairman Jeffries was not present. 
Capt. Angel stated he has no report. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there were any questions ? 
There were none. 
 
Fire Chairman Hoehn stated he has no report. 
Chief Dixon stated he has no report. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there were any questions ? 
There were none. 
 
Sewer Chairman Williams stated he has no report. 
Acting Supt. Moss stated he has no report. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there were any questions ? 
There were none. 
 
Mayor Tucker asked if the Clerk-Treasurer had any Communications for the Council ? 



Clerk-Treasurer Sitzman replied not at this time. 
 
Mayor Tucker stated they are now ready for the Legal portion of the Agenda. 
Attorney Higgins stated the first item is the final reading of the Ordinance to Zone and Rezone Certain 
Real Estate in the City of Mt. Vernon, State of Indiana. 
Councilman Hoehn moved the ordinance pass on final reading.  Seconded by Councilman Curtis. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Tucker requested a roll call vote. 
Roll was called by the Clerk-Treasurer with Council voting as follows: 
  Jeffries – absent; Williams – yes; Hoehn – yes; 
  Curtis – yes; Higgins – yes. 
Mayor Tucker stated the motion carried unanimously. 
Clerk-Treasurer Sitzman added it will be numbered 16-1A. 
 
Attorney Higgins stated the next item is the final reading of the Ordinance to Amend the Zoning 
Ordinance of the City of Mount Vernon, The Town of Cynthiana, the Town of Poseyville and 
Unincorporated Posey County Chapter 153-Zoning Code, Section 153.051-Use Regulations-RMH 
Residential Mobile Home District, Section 153.160-Use Unit 15-Other Trades and Services, Section 
153.245-Variances, Section 153.246-Special Uses, Section 153.252-Zoning Text and Map 
Amendments, Appendix A Use Unit by Zoning District and Section 153.107 Site Development Plan 
Review. 
Councilman Hoehn moved the ordinance on final reading.  Seconded by Councilman Williams. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Tucker requested a roll call vote. 
Roll was called by the Clerk-Treasurer with Council voting as follows: 
  Jeffries – absent; Williams – yes; Hoehn – yes; 
  Curtis – yes; Higgins – yes. 
Mayor Tucker stated the motion carried unanimously. 
Clerk-Treasurer Sitzman replied it will be numbered 16-2. 
 
Attorney Higgins stated the next item is the final reading of the Ordinance to Amend the City of Mt. 
Vernon Code of Ordinances, Title VII-Traffic Code, Chapter 74-Parking Schedules-Schedule VI-
Handicap Parking, in reference to St. Matthews Church. 
Councilman Williams moved the ordinance pass on final reading.  Seconded by Councilman Hoehn. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Tucker requested a roll call vote. 
Roll was called by the Clerk-Treasurer with Council voting as follows: 
  Jeffries – absent; Williams – yes; Hoehn – yes; 
  Curtis – yes; Higgins – yes. 
Mayor Tucker stated the motion carried unanimously. 
Clerk-Treasurer Sitzman added it will be numbered 16-3. 
 
Attorney Higgins stated the final item is the 2nd reading of the Ordinance to Amend the City of Mt. 
Vernon Code of Ordinances, Title VII-Traffic Code, Chapter 74-Parking Schedules-Schedule VI-
Handicap Parking, in reference to St. Johns Episcopal Church. 
Councilman Curtis moved the ordinance pass on second reading.  Seconded by Councilman Hoehn. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Tucker requested a roll call vote. 



Roll was called by the Clerk-Treasurer with Council voting as follows: 
  Jeffries – absent; Williams – yes; Hoehn – yes; 
  Curtis – yes; Higgins – yes. 
Mayor Tucker stated the motion carried unanimously. 
Councilman Curtis moved the rules be suspended.  Seconded by Councilman Williams. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Tucker requested a roll call vote. 
Roll was called by the Clerk-Treasurer with Council voting as follows: 
  Jeffries – absent; Williams – yes; Hoehn – yes; 
  Curtis – yes; Higgins – yes. 
Mayor Tucker stated the motion carried unanimously. 
Councilman Curtis moved the ordinance pass on final reading.  Seconded by Councilman Hoehn. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Tucker requested a roll call vote. 
Roll was called by the Clerk-Treasurer with Council voting as follows: 
  Jeffries – absent; Williams – yes; Hoehn – yes; 
  Curtis – yes; Higgins – yes. 
Mayor Tucker stated the motion carried unanimously. 
Clerk-Treasurer Sitzman added it will be numbered 16-4. 
 
Mayor Tucker stated under the Audience portion of the Agenda is Marvin Byrer with the IN/KY/OH 
Regional Council of Carpenters.  He added he contacted him and said he would not be able to make it 
and as a result, he will be removed from the Agenda.  He asked if anyone else in the Audience wished 
to address the Council ? 
There was no response. 
 
Mayor Tucker stated under Old Business is an update on the nuisance ordinance.  He added Chairman 
Jeffries is on his way to Indianapolis for guard training and asked if Councilman Hoehn had anything 
on it. 
Councilman Hoehn stated he has nothing. 
 
Mayor Tucker stated under New Business is an update on the demolition of the meth house on 
Mulberry Street.  He added he and Councilman Curtis talked with Bldg. Comm. Willis about this – 
there are so many details.  He then stated she wants someone to call any time about that house, or any 
of the other 32 that are on the demo list. 
Councilman Curtis stated if Council is interested, there are detailed procedures, regulations, etc, that 
she would be more than willing to discuss with them.  She would also be willing to do a presentation if 
anyone is interested.  She would be happy to do that. 
Councilman Hoehn stated they are three years into this property.  It is a hazard.  There are no windows 
or doors.  There has been more than one meth lab in the house.  This property needs pushed off center 
– it needs to be demolished.  He added it is a condemnation on the city’s ability to do things in a timely 
manner. 
Councilman Williams agreed and added it has been a long time and the process needs to be started. 
Councilman Curtis replied it has been started, for some time now. 
Councilman Williams asked what Council can do to push things along ? 
Councilman Curtis replied nothing.  It is being addressed in the Blight Elimination Program. 
Attorney Higgins added there are also quite a few more regulations on the BEP than what people 
originally thought. 
Councilman Hoehn stated this house has been in this shape since before the program.  The house is an 
environmental issue.  It should at least be fenced. 



Attorney Higgins stated an environmental study has to be done before any demolition in order to pick a 
landfill. 
Ed Adams stated he thought it had already been evaluated for that. 
Attorney Higgins replied the 32 on the list have not been evaluated.  She then stated she does not recall 
if owner still has title to the property, she did not bring her notes on that. 
Councilman Hoehn again stated the property needs to get off track. 
Councilman Curtis stated he will check to see where it stands and see about getting some orange 
fencing around it. 
Attorney Higgins stated the house is on Round 2.  Bldg. Comm. Willis is willing to put it as #1 or #2 
on that list. 
Councilman Williams stated he has no problem Bldg. Comm. Willis making a presentation. 
Councilman Curtis stated he will get with her and see when would work for her and whoever would 
like to come, come.  He added it would help Council to see the very detailed process. 
Councilman Williams stated they will leave it up to Bldg. Comm. Willis. 
 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any other New Business ? 
Councilman Curtis moved Council accept the recommendation of the Water Utility Board and have 
Attorney Higgins draft an ordinance allowing Supt. Gray to make refunds according to the same 
requirements as adjustments.  Seconded by Councilman Williams. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Tucker requested a roll call vote. 
Roll was called by the Clerk-Treasurer with Council voting as follows: 
  Jeffries – absent; Williams – yes; Hoehn – yes; 
  Curtis – yes; Higgins – yes. 
Mayor Tucker stated the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Councilman Williams stated the Council has an appointment to the PCEDP that is still open.   The 
meeting dates are April 21, July 21, and October 20. 
Councilwoman Higgins asked what time they meet ? 
Councilman Williams replied around 3:00 pm.  He added he feels Council needs to be informed of 
what the PCEDP has going on.  He stated they have really been doing a good job. Good things are 
happening. 
Attorney Higgins added it will be annual appointment. 
Councilman Curtis moved Councilwoman Higgins be appointed to the PCEDP.  Seconded by 
Councilman Williams. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Tucker all those in favor of the motion should signify in the affirmative; and following the vote, 
he stated the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Tucker stated they will now hear the reports of the Districts. 
 
1st District Councilman Jeffries  was not present. 
 
2nd District Councilman Williams stated he has had several people come up to him asking about 
some possible changes to the animal control ordinance – welfare checks on animals, etc.   He added 
they are hoping to prevent a situation like they had in Griffin. 
 
3rd District Councilman Hoehn stated he has no report. 
 



4th District Councilman Curtis stated the St. Dept. does a great job working out in this weather – it is 
hard on all the departments.  He added it is not a fun time for water, sewer, street, police or fire 
employees. 
Councilman Williams agreed. 
 
Councilwoman-at-Large Higgins stated Sunday starts Thank You Blue Week.  The Bi-Centennial 
Time Capsule opening will be January 30 at 1:00 pm at the police and fire station.  She then stated 
Miss Indiana 2016 will hopefully be at the parade in September as well. 
 
Mayor Tucker stated the EDC Board also needed an appointment for this year.  He added currently 
Clarence Nelson is on this Board, and he is willing to serve again. 
Councilman Williams moved Mr. Nelson be appointed to the EDC Board.  Seconded by Councilman 
Hoehn. 
Mayor Tucker asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Tucker requested a roll call vote. 
Roll was called by the Clerk-Treasurer with Council voting as follows: 
  Jeffries – absent; Williams – yes; Hoehn – yes; 
  Curtis – yes; Higgins – yes. 
Mayor Tucker stated the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Tucker stated in reference to the flashing light at 4th and Walnut, he did talk with INDOT on 
that and it will be flashing for six months.  So they have a few months left yet.  He then stated after 
that time, it will be evaluated and they will do another traffic count. 
 
Attorney Higgins stated the Board of Zoning Appeals heard the request to move the storm siren from 
atop City Hall to Hedges School.  She added there were no remonstrators and Chief Dixon did a nice 
job on the presentation. 
 
Mayor Tucker stated if there was no further business, he entertains a motion to adjourn. 
Councilman Hoehn moved the meeting be adjourned.  Seconded by Councilman Curtis. 
Mayor Tucker stated all those in favor of the motion should signify in the affirmative; and following 
the vote, he reported the motion carried unanimously and adjourned the meeting. 
 
 
       _________________________ 
       John Tucker, Mayor  
       
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________ 
Cristi L. Sitzman 
Clerk-Treasurer 
 
 
  


