
 
April 28, 2016 
 
The Common Council met as the Water Utility Board at 7:00 pm on the above date in the Meeting 
Room at City Hall Annex with Mayor Curtis presiding and members Williams, Hoehn, Johnson, and 
Higgins attending.  Others attending were Attorney Higgins; Chief Dixon; Chief Alldredge; Comm. 
Dieterle; Acting Supt. Moss; Nancy Sexton; Jeff Woodford; Ken and Paula Rudibaugh; Tom and 
Linda Young; Brandi and Troy Ricketts; Randy Adams; Kyle Haney; Ed Adams; Pamela Hawes; and 
arriving during the meeting, Board member Jeffries. 
 
Mayor Curtis called the meeting to order by stating members were emailed copies of the minutes of 
their previous meeting and by asking if there were any corrections or additions.  He added if not, he 
entertains a motion to waive their reading and to approve the minutes as presented. 
Board member Williams moved the reading of the minutes be waived and they be approved as 
presented.  Seconded by Board member Higgins. 
Mayor Curtis asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Curtis stated all those in favor of the motion should signify in the affirmative; and following the 
vote, he reported the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Curtis requested action on the claims presented. 
Board member Williams moved the claims presented be allowed for payment.  Seconded by Board 
member Johnson. 
Mayor Curtis asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Curtis stated all those in favor of the motion should signify in the affirmative; and following the 
vote, he reported the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Curtis stated they will now hear the report of the Water Chairman, as Supt. Gray is out of town. 
 
Water Chairwoman Johnson stated they are flushing the lines so people may notice a slight water 
discoloration. 
Mayor Curtis asked if there were any questions ? 
There were none. 
 
Mayor Curtis asked if the Clerk-Treasurer had any Communications for the Board ? 
Clerk-Treasurer Sitzman replied not at this time. 
 
Mayor Curtis asked if there were any Legals for consideration ? 
Attorney Higgins stated they will be revisiting the financials at a later date in reference to long term 
financing, just a heads up. 
 
Board member Jeffries arrived at the meeting. 
 
Mayor Curtis asked if there was any Old Business ? 
There was none. 
 
Mayor Curtis asked if there was any New Business ? 
There was none. 



 
Mayor Curtis stated if there was no further business, he entertains a motion to adjourn. 
Board member Higgins moved the meeting be adjourned.  Seconded by Board member Hoehn. 
Mayor Curtis stated all those in favor of the motion should signify in the affirmative; and following the 
vote, he reported the motion carried unanimously and adjourned the meeting. 
 
 
       _________________________ 
       Bill Curtis, Mayor  
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________ 
Cristi L. Sitzman 
Clerk-Treasurer 
 
The Common Council met immediately following the Water Utility Board on the above date in the 
Meeting Room at City Hall Annex with Mayor Curtis presiding and members Jeffries; Williams, 
Hoehn, Johnson, and Higgins attending.  Others attending were Attorney Higgins; Chief Dixon; Chief 
Alldredge; Comm. Dieterle; Acting Supt. Moss; Nancy Sexton; Jeff Woodford; Ken and Paula 
Rudibaugh; Tom and Linda Young; Brandi and Troy Ricketts; Randy Adams; Kyle Haney; Ed Adams; 
and Pamela Hawes. 
 
Mayor Curtis called the meeting to order by stating members were emailed copies of the minutes of 
their previous meeting and by asking if there were any corrections or additions.  He added if not, he 
entertains a motion to waive their reading and to approve the minutes as presented. 
Councilman Jeffries moved the reading of the minutes be waived and they be approved as presented.  
Seconded by Councilwoman Johnson. 
Mayor Curtis asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Curtis stated all those in favor of the motion should signify in the affirmative; and following the 
vote, he reported the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Curtis asked if the Clerk-Treasurer had any Communications for the Council ? 
Clerk-Treasurer Sitzman replied not at this time. 
 
Mayor Curtis stated they will now hear the reports of the Standing Committees. 
 
St. Comm. Dieterle stated he has no report. 
Street & Light Chairwoman Higgins stated just as a reminder, folks need to try to keep grass clippings 
out of the storm sewers. 
Mayor Curtis asked if there were any questions ? 
There were none. 
 
Police Chief Alldredge stated he has no report. 
Police & Dog Chairman Jeffries stated he has no report. 
Mayor Curtis asked if there were any questions ? 
There were none. 



 
Fire Chief Dixon stated he has no report. 
Fire Chairman Hoehn stated he has no report. 
Mayor Curtis asked if there were any questions ? 
There were none. 
 
Acting Sewer Supt. Moss stated he has no report. 
Sewer Chairman Williams stated he has no report. 
Mayor Curtis asked if there were any questions ? 
There were none. 
 
Mayor Curtis stated they are now ready for the Legal portion of the Agenda, with the first item being 
election of a new Mayor Pro Tem.  
Councilman Williams moved the nominations be opened by nominating Councilwoman Higgins.  
Seconded by Councilwoman Johnson. 
Mayor Curtis asked if there were any questions ? 
There were none. 
Nominations were then closed. 
Councilman Jeffries then moved Councilwoman Higgins be selected as Mayor Pro Tem.  Seconded by 
Councilman Williams. 
Mayor Curtis asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Curtis stated all those in favor of the motion should signify in the affirmative; and following the 
vote, he reported the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Attorney Higgins stated the next item is the 2nd reading of the proposed Ordinance Adopting the City 
of Mt. Vernon, Indiana, Title VI Nondiscrimination Implementation Plan and Policy. 
Councilman Hoehn moved the ordinance pass on second reading. Seconded by Councilman Jeffries. 
Mayor Curtis asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Curtis requested a roll call vote. 
Roll was called by the Clerk-Treasurer with Council voting as follows: 
  Jeffries – yes;  Williams – yes;  Hoehn – yes; 
  Johnson – yes;  Higgins – yes. 
Mayor Curtis stated the motion carried unanimously. 
Councilman Jeffries moved the rules be suspended.  Seconded by Councilwoman Johnson. 
Mayor Curtis asked if there was any discussion. 
There was none. 
Mayor Curtis stated all those in favor of the motion should signify in the affirmative; and following the 
vote, he reported the motion carried unanimously. 
Councilman Jeffries moved the ordinance pass on third reading.  Seconded by Councilwoman Johnson. 
Mayor Curtis asked if there was any discussion ? 
There was none. 
Mayor Curtis requested a roll call vote. 
Roll was called by the Clerk-Treasurer with Council voting as follows: 
  Jeffries – yes; Williams – yes; Hoehn – yes; 
  Johnson – yes;  Higgins – yes. 
Mayor Curtis stated the motion carried unanimously. 
Clerk-Treasurer Sitzman added it will be numbered 16-6. 



 
Attorney Higgins stated the Chronic Problem Real Properties Ordinance is up for first reading.  She 
added she had emailed this to Council and she believes it was also in their packets.  
Councilman Hoehn moved the Ordinance Addressing Chronic Problem Real Properties Within the 
City of Mt. Vernon, IN pass on first reading.  Seconded by Councilwoman Johnson. 
Mayor Curtis asked if there was any discussion ? 
Councilwoman Johnson referred to Section III that refers to fee/fines – once someone has been evicted, 
to these fines stop ?  Just in case there would be more calls made to that address ? 
Attorney Higgins stated she is not sure of the question. 
Councilwoman Johnson stated, per the landlord contract if they should choose to evict, could they, the 
landlord, be fined more.  If there are six calls, do the fines stop ? 
Attorney Higgins stated however Council wants to write the ordinance, this is up for first reading, it 
can be amended, etc.  There can be safety measured added if that is what Council wants. 
Councilman Williams wondered if it would get the landlord’s attention, if the fines stopped. 
Councilman Jeffries replied he would assume the complaints would be set back to zero. 
Councilman Hoehn stated there would be a period of time there, the regular eviction time. 
Councilman Jeffries asked who determines if an issue has been addressed ?  What is the procedure ? 
Councilman Hoehn questioned what exactly Councilman Jeffries was asking. 
Councilman Williams stated an eviction would be filed. He added he would say that means it is being 
addressed. 
Councilman Jeffries referred to Section I (b) a. which defines a Chronic Problem Property as a 
property which meets the following criteria:  Had had not less than five (5) valid complaints in ninety 
(90) calendar days for any criminal offense governed in IC Titles 9 or 35, and/or ordinance citations 
being issued for a violation of the Mt. Vernon Code of Ordinances which occurred on the property and 
resulted in a police response and police documented call for service….  He added that is pretty broad 
and may not be cured by eviction.  Whose job is that ?  It is not in there anywhere.  Or rights to due 
process, that is not in there. 
Chief Dixon left the meeting. 
Councilwoman Johnson stated if there are five calls to the address and nothing is filed, then they don’t 
count, correct ? 
Council agreed. 
Attorney Higgins stated they can if Council wants. Title 9 covers alcohol offenses, motor vehicle 
offenses…Council can define what type – weed violations, abandoned vehicles, city ordinance 
violations.  But, she added, Council wants to be specific and defined.  They can apply what they want 
to the nuisance ordinance – criminal crimes, alcohol, city ordinance violations…. 
Councilman Williams asked if weed violations, in reference to this ordinance, count the same as 
criminal offenses ? 
Councilman Jeffries replied yes. 
Councilman Williams asked if that makes sense ? 
Attorney Higgins added that could be discussion item for Council. 
Councilman Jeffries stated, hypothetically, that he is a landlord, he is trying to evict, and the judge 
doesn’t grant the eviction.  He has done his part. 
Councilman Williams stated they can not overrule a judge. 
Councilman Jeffries agreed and added that if a case isn’t proven, they won’t evict. 
Mayor Curtis stated he feels that based on when an officer is sent out, that would pretty much be the 
criteria.  If no case number is applied or report written, then it would not count. 
Councilwoman Johnson stated she thought she read that a report had to be filed. 
Attorney Higgins stated that is in Section I (b) 1. 



Councilman Jeffries stated he is worried about valid complaints – definitions are very important in this 
case.  What is the police response ? He added that to him, a call that THAT an incident took place.  
The ordinance needs to exclude unfounded calls. 
Councilman Williams questioned the incident that starts out at one place, and by the time police arrive, 
it has moved elsewhere, or even into the street. 
Councilman Hoehn stated the police won’t get there while the incident is going on.  That is the issue 
and the reason for the term CHRONIC.  But, at the same time, everyone knows that something 
happened.  He added the police department has a $1M budget, which broken down is about $125/hour 
for the year.  Certain areas have over 300 calls, requiring two officers, or $250 a pop.  That’s $75,000.  
They are essentially taking the police force away from the rest of the city.  That’s what is going on 
here. 
Councilman Williams stated with this ordinance they will save money on the police department, but 
they better ramp up the law budget because the city will be court. 
Councilman Hoehn stated they need to take steps, this ordinance has been going on for three years, and 
it has been an issue five. 
Councilman Williams stated he is not disagreeing. 
Councilman Hoehn stated they need to lay off the engineer and start the project. 
Councilwoman Higgins questioned Chief Alldredge if the department would be ready for all of the 
extra date they are going to have to keep track of ? 
Chief Alldredge replied they already have the capabilities.  They have already started the process, it 
will just need to be tweaked. 
Councilwoman Johnson the letters going out, the fines….is that a job for the Clerk-Treasurer, the 
Police Department, or the Code Enforcement Officer ? 
Councilman Jeffries replied getting the letters out would be put on the Police Department. 
Mayor Curtis stated the Bldg. Comm. also needs some of this information referred to her. 
Councilman Jeffries added it will be a multiple agency undertaking. 
Attorney Higgins stated she feels it will be the responsibility of the Code Enforcement Officer or the 
Police Department. 
Mayor Curtis stated that can be spelled out in the procedures. 
Councilman Jeffries stated there is more to it than sending out a letter.  This could be quite a case load. 
Mayor Curtis agreed and added that follow up is not a simple thing, as he has noticed from the weed 
issues. It is a very time consuming job.  He added he isn’t in favor of this or against it, just a fact. 
Councilman Williams added it isn’t inexpensive either.  He then questioned if the letters will be sent 
certified ? 
Attorney Higgins they will just need proof of delivery, or personal delivery.  After the owner of the 
property has been determined. 
Mayor Curtis added that is not simple either.  Some properties are owned by out of town holding 
companies. 
Councilman Jeffries agreed and added some are also owned by mortgage companies out of town.   He 
then stated there is no provision to hold accountable repeated unfounded calls, which needs to be 
discouraged.  For example, neighbor disputes.  He added one way to do that is not take anonymous 
calls or complaints, make them identify themselves. 
Councilwoman Johnson stated that is why they need properly documented police reports. 
Attorney Higgins stated there is an appeal process listed on page 5 (g).  South Bend did not include 
that in their ordinance, ours does, it was added. 
Councilman Williams questioned the false report ? 
Councilman Jeffries also questioned ordinance violations ? 
Attorney Higgins stated ordinance violations are not criminal offenses. 
Councilman Hoehn stated false reporting is already a criminal offense. 



Councilman Williams asked if the floor had any comments ? 
Pamela Hawes stated she is the manager at The Landing.  There is an ordinance like this in Evansville.  
Fair Housing stepped in and said it was not right.  In theirs, if there are three calls involving the police 
department, the owners are told the renters are out. If there is a fourth time, the owner is fine 
$3,000.00.  She added she gave a copy to the Mount Vernon Police Department. Again, Evansville had 
to revise their ordinance.  She suggested they get Fair Housing involved because they will only change 
it later.  It has to be done.  She added she is in favor of the ordinance because she has a right to peace 
and quiet.  
Councilman Hoehn absolutely agreed. 
Ms. Hawes continued by stating she has only been here a year, but she knows there is so much crap 
going on here it isn’t even funny.  The city here does not have enough police….they have problems 
with kids….  She added again that she is all for it, if done properly. 
Mayor Curtis stated he supports AN ordinance but this one needs amending. 
Ms. Hawes stated that Fair Housing really needs to see it so they can revise it.  It has to be truthful and 
Fair Housing can help with that. 
Councilman Williams agreed. 
Linda Young approached and stated she hasn’t read the ordinance, but from what she is hearing, it will 
really kill these young people living on Section 8.  It will really hurt them. She stated she has had 
people on property that shouldn’t be and even had her own car scratched. Again, this will really hurt 
Section 8 and then where is the city going to put those people ? There aren’t even any two or three 
bedroom houses in town to rent the way it is.  She continued by stating this will cause a big problem 
with the city’s young people being kicked out, which will bring a hardship on them.  She then stated 
she will quit renting Section 8 if this happens.  Again, a real hardship on the community.  She added 
this would make the landlords have to confront the people and that is not good. 
Councilman Williams stated they are not going after Section 8 renters. 
Kyle Haney stated he lives at 403 W 8th Street, right at the intersection of 8th and James.  This is his 
first home.  There are real problems down there.  He has seen violence even against himself, as an 8 
year old threatened to “stick” his dog.  The problem is the rental properties.  The honest people are 
afraid for their own safety.  Something needs to be done. Kudos to the Mount Vernon Police 
Department as they are there every night.  Again, something needs to be done. 
Mayor Curtis asked if Council was ready to take a vote ?  
Attorney Higgins stated she believes there are some potential amendments, but Council needs to be 
specific and give her direction. 
Councilwoman Higgins asked if they should let Fair Housing see it first to make sure it meets their 
guidelines ? 
Attorney Higgins replied stated this is only up for first reading, and first reading is not binding. 
Councilman Jeffries stated he will not vote for it as written.  He would like to see evidence of a call, 
also violation of this ordinance for unfounded calls. 
Attorney Higgins stated those are basically false reports. She asked if violations are an issue ? 
Councilman Jeffries stated he would like to see a ticket written, an arrest, a case report anyway.  He 
added basic evidence that a complaint actually occurred. 
Councilman Hoehn asked if he is comfortable with complaints already on the books ? 
Councilman Jeffries stated he can see this becoming a tattling contest to build up a record, and he does 
not want that here.  He then stated they live in a tattle tale society. 
Councilman Hoehn stated what are they doing to stop it now ?  It goes on now. 
Councilman Williams agreed. 
Councilman Hoehn stated there is nothing to stop it from happening right now. 
Councilman Jeffries stated this could make it worse. 
Councilman Hoehn stated false reporting is already on the books. 



Attorney Higgins stated false reporting is not one for the five complaints because it would not be a 
valid report. 
Councilman Hoehn stated these would be calls based on Title 9, 35 – not keys locked in a car. 
Ms. Hawes stated she has a suggestion about the false calls – do a Neighborhood Watch and get folks 
involved. 
Mayor Curtis agreed they could do that. He then stated it sounds like they have some areas of non-
agreement.  He added they need to talk to Fair Housing to avoid some pitfalls.  He then stated they can 
either pass it up or down on first reading, or table it.  These issues won’t be solved tonight. 
Attorney Higgins stated she can contact Fair Housing. 
Councilman Williams stated he feels they should table until the next meeting and see about getting a 
timeframe from Fair Housing. 
Councilman Hoehn added the Evansville Attorney may also be some help.  He then withdrew his 
motion to pass on first reading, and hold first reading at the next meeting.   Councilwoman Johnson 
withdrew her second. 
Mayor Curtis asked if there was any discussion ? 
Councilman Hoehn asked about the issues. 
Councilman Jeffries stated Section I – definitions, (f), (g), (h)…..case files versus calls and protection 
against unfounded calls. 
Councilman Hoehn stated that can’t be prevented.  He asked Councilman Williams his thoughts. 
Councilman Williams stated his concerns as the same as Councilman Jeffries’ and Fair Housing. 
Councilman Hoehn questioned Councilwomen Johnson and Higgins. 
Councilwoman Johnson replied she is good. 
Councilwoman Higgins stated same as the others. 
Councilwoman Johnson mentioned 60 day period after call for eviction/fines. 
Councilman Williams questioned commercial /retail establishments ?  He added the IGA calls the 
police maybe five times a week for shop lifting calls. 
Attorney Higgins stated this ordinance is for residential zonings, not commercially zoned properties. 
 
Mayor Curtis asked if anyone else in the Audience wished to address the Council ? 
There was no response. 
 
Mayor Curtis asked if there was any Old Business ? 
There was none. 
 
Mayor Curtis asked if there was any New Business ? 
There was none. 
 
1st District Councilman Jeffries  stated he has a public service announcement- City Clean Up Week 
will be the week of May 6.  Everyone needs to spruce up for the City’s Bicentennial. 
 
2nd District Councilman Williams stated he has no report. 
 
3rd District Councilman Hoehn stated he has no report. 
 
4ht District Councilwoman Johnson stated she has no report. 
 
Councilwoman-at-Large Higgins stated she spoke with Rodney Buchanan of Evansville Western 
Railroad and the tracks on North Main will be worked on in July. 
 



Mayor Curtis stated today the Board of Works accepted the low bid of Peyronnin Construction on the 
East Side Gravity Flow Sewer Project of $760,000.00.  He then stated if there was no further business, 
he entertains a motion to adjourn. 
Councilman Jeffries moved the meeting be adjourned.  Seconded by Councilman Williams. 
Mayor Curtis stated all those in favor of the motion should signify in the affirmative; and following the 
vote, he reported the motion carried unanimously and adjourned the meeting. 
 
 
       __________________________ 
       Bill Curtis, Mayor  
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________ 
Cristi L. Sitzman 
Clerk-Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 


